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1. Who is eligible to apply for the grant? CACFP contracting entities that serve children (not adults); independent child care centers and sponsors, may apply. Sponsors may apply on behalf of day care homes. 

2. Page 4 of the RFP lists “Narrative Proposal” and “Farm to Child Care Proposal Activities” as components of the grant application. However, these sections do not appear on the grant application form. Should I include the information that is supposed to go under “Narrative Proposal” and “Farm to Child Care Proposal Activities” under the “Project Purpose” section of the grant application form? Applicants should write/describe the Narrative Proposal and the Farm to Child Care Proposal (with required activities) under Section 4 -"Project Narrative Instructions" of the FND-134 application form following Project Purpose.  More detailed instructions for all of the project components a. through f. may be found in the RFP pages 4-5. Due to the form’s space limitations, Section 4 of the FND-134 application form does not include the same level of detail, regarding components e. and f. but rather refers the applicant to pages 4-5 of the RFP for further instructions. These required activities should be clearly and thoroughly described as part of the overall 6-page limit of Section 4. in the order already described above. 
3. What is the Healthy Child Care Network (is it a website, software program, etc.), and what is needed to improve our access to this network? 
The Healthy Child Care Network or HCN is not an actual web site or software program. Although being part of the network is a required part of the grant, the network is simply a way to describe two-way communication between TDA and Texas grantees. Each grantee (successful applicant) must have technology – computer and Internet access - that allows for electronic communication. Each grantee will be added to the “network’.  

To meet the guidelines, respondents are encouraged to use a part of the funds to upgrade software, hardware or other technological services to improve child care provider's access to training, outreach and communication with the State office. 

Actual changes/improvements will be based on the current computer/software/online access status in a given center or day home. At a minimum, we suggest that a center or day home have at least one computer with internet access/capability; software that includes programs that will allow completion of day-to-day functions (email, word processing, viewing online training materials and resources, spreadsheet and budgeting capabilities, etc.) as they relate to and are deemed appropriate by the center or day home sponsor as a CACFP provider.    
 

Additionally, note that as an eligible expenditure/cost under the grant, the amount of funds allowed depends on the percent of technology used directly for the CACFP program. For example, if you purchase a computer that cost $1,700 and 80% of the time the computer will be used for direct interaction with the CACFP program you could spend $1,350 of grant funds towards the purchase of the computer. Please document how you arrived at the percent of time used in your budget narrative.
4. The RFP or instructions say that a grantee must participate in two training events. What type of training is required? Who has to attend – the director or all of the staff? 

All grantees will be required to participate in a conference call that will review paperwork and due dates. This conference call will count as one of the required training events.  Training events can vary from online training modules to conferences. 

5. What type of reporting is required? Grantees are required to send in Quarterly Reports that tell about the activities during that 3-month period of time. A financial report with details of how funds have been spent is also required.  Forms for the reports will be given to each grantee.

6. How do I connect to a local farmer?                                                                                                  - Visit local farmers markets and inquire about contact information. 

- Contact your Texas AgriLife Extension office and ask for contact information of local farmers by going on the web to http://counties.agrilife.org/ where you can find the office in your county.

- For a complete listing of markets certified by the Texas Department of Agriculture, you can visit TDA's Pick Texas website at www.picktexas.com (Only TDA certified farmers markets are listed here).

- In the Central Texas Area contact the Sustainable Food Center of Austin - at 512-236-0074 or go to their website at www.sustainablefoodcenter.org
- In Houston/Harris County contact the Houston Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Coalition - a professional organization of the Houston Regional produce industry - or you can visit their website at www.hffva.org. 

- In South Texas, contact the Texas Produce Association whose members include: growers, domestic shippers, import shippers, specialty shippers, distributors, and material and service providers.  Go to www.texasproduceassociation.com. Once there, click on members to see a list, and then click on growers/shippers for names of farms.

- In East Texas, contact JF Green Organics located in Como, TX - by calling 903-439-5096, emailing info@jfgreenorganics.com or going to their website at http://www.jfgreenorganics.com/harvest.htm - click on "Where to Buy"

7. Does the farm/vendor selected need to be located in the state of Texas? Yes.
8. What if there are no farmers in our area that grow food, can we still apply?

For the purpose of this grant, a farmer can be defined as anyone who is growing fruits and vegetables for sale. “Farmers” can grow fruits and vegetables for sale in urban environments and in other areas on a smaller scale.  Again, your County Extension Agent is a good resource for finding these small farmers in your community. 

9. We don’t take children on field trips. Can we have a farmer come and visit the classroom or work with the children in a garden to meet the requirement of establishing a relationship with a farmer?  Yes, that is a good way to get to know the farmer and understand how our food is grown.

10. Are community gardens an acceptable farm-direct source?  Community gardens that meet requirements as spelled out in the RFP can be acceptable sources of farm-direct produce for the purposes of this RFP.  Although each community garden is different, it would be up to you to clearly describe how the community garden meets the requirements described on page 4 of the RFP, #2. F. Farm to Child Care Proposal Activities. Additionally, you should include information justifying the selection of a community garden in regards to potential areas of concern, such as seasonal availability of produce from the garden, pricing standards and purchase protection, as well as ensuring the safety of the food (produce).  

11. We are a CACFP sponsor organization interested in applying however in addition to the 9 CACFP sites we oversee we also include non-CACFP organizations.  Would these non-CACFP organizations be allowed in our application along with the CACFP sites we sponsor?  Non-CACFP sites/organizations may not be included as part of this RFP. 
12. Regarding the Self-Appraisal Questionnaire required as part of the application for respondents interested in implementing the Breastfeeding Supportive Child Care Practices or BSC grant program, if you are a sponsor, would you have to do the Self-Appraisal for each (or all) the centers or day homes? Yes – a Self-Appraisal Questionnaire would need to be completed for each of the centers included in the application for funding.
13. As a sponsor of multiple centers/homes, is it allowable to submit or make one (1) application that includes all of the centers/home sponsored.  Yes – sponsors are allowed to submit an application for a total funding amount of $25,000.00 versus the $10,000 allowed for a single center’s application.  It is required/recommended that the sponsor completes one application for all of the centers/homes in which they intend to implement the grant programs (Farm to Child Care or Breastfeeding Supportive Child Care Practices AND Healthy Child Care Network). 

14. Can a center/sponsor use grant funds to buy meals/food? 

Meals or food for meals is NOT an allowable expensive. Grant funds may not be used to purchase food that is a part of any reimbursable meal or snack. Grant funds may be used to purchase fruits and vegetables for educational purposes such as a cooking activity or taste testing activities for children. 

15. Can a center/sponsor plan to incorporate fruits and vegetables from a farm direct source based on seasonal availability? Yes.
16. What does cost reimbursement mean? This means that a grantee will spend the money and then ask TDA for reimbursement or repayment. Invoices for reimbursement can be sent in each month. Keep in mind that the reimbursement process may take several weeks.

17. Can we update playground equipment? No, that is not an allowed expense.
18. What types of supplies are allowed? Can we update refrigerator, pots and pans, or kitchen equipment? Yes, you may purchase cold storage. However, if items other than fruits and vegetables will be stored in the refrigerator or cold storage unit, only the percentage of space reserved for fruits and vegetables can be paid by the grant. Cold storage for breast milk is allowed, as is equipment for heating breast milk. Kitchen appliances or tools used in preparing or storing fruits and vegetables are allowed. 

19. Can we use current staff for the grant?  What types of things can they do for the grant? Yes, you may use current staff for the grant. Some examples of duties include: creating lesson plans for activities included in your proposal; training staff members; implementing hands-on activities; and grant reporting.

